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but as essentially active in exercising certain powers which,
he held, are a necessary condition of knowledge, and of know-
ledge of a world of objects. This activity of the mind is synthetic
of what is given, and is creative in the sense that the world is not
given as an ordered unity to the mind, and that the mind is not
a mirror in which a world is reflected or a blank sheet upon
which the world imprints itself. Instead, the mind actively
grasps and operates upon what is presented in sensation.
Formerly, philosophers had thought that the world came to be
known only by association of isolated elements given to the
mind in sensation 5 the world, they said, puts itself together
in our minds like a jig-saw puzzle, and somehow the jig-saw
puzzle arranges itself into a whole for our convenience; the
original bits get fitted together not through active operation
of the mind, but mechanically, by a process of association and
compounding of elements. It was this view of the occurrence
of knowledge which Kant laboured to destroy. The mind, he
said, is presented with a "manifold", a plurality of sensation,
and works creatively upon this bare, insignificant given,
transforming it, by its power, into a system of ordered and
interacting objects. There is all the difference in the world,
he said, between a mass of barely given elements, unrelated
colours, sounds, etc., and a world of enduring objects of which
these sense qualities are known as qualities. And to account
for the difference between the two, in the genesis and growth of
human knowledge, it is necessary, Kant held, to assume that
the mind is active in synthesis and in transcending what is
merely presented to the mind in sensation. This is the creative-
ness of the mind in knowledge; and the presence of objects
existing in an ordered world is to be explained primarily not
by the possible reality of such objects in an ordered world,
but by the activity of the mind which operates on the limited
material presented to it, synthesizes it in doing so, goes beyond
it and represents to itself a world of objects. This is the essence
of Kant's doctrine of the mind in its knowledge of the world.
The question then arises as to the nature of the activities